The Honorable Toby Ann Stavisky

Chair, Committee on Higher Education
New York State Senate

509 Legislative Office Building 

Albany, NY 12247

Thursday, June 10, 2010

Re: S. 5512A Relates to the licensing of acupuncturists (identical to A. 03717A)
Dear Chairwoman Stavisky,

I am writing to request that the Senate Committee on Higher Education now place S. 5512A (Oppenheimer, Nozzolio) on the agenda and move it forward so that this legislation can reach the floor and be passed this session.

This bill and its Assembly “look alike” address a number of points related to patient protection and the rationalization of the scope of practice of New York State Licensed Acupuncturists including continuing education, child abuse reporting, the recommendation  of dietary supplements, and the composition of representation on the profession’s advisory board in the Office of the Professions. 

New York State Acupuncture Coalition (the legislation’s supporting coalition) has worked closely with the New York State Education Department to be sure that the office had no objections to the bill or to its Assembly version (A. 03717A Meng).  On the basis of recent agreed upon amendments made by both the Assembly and Senate sponsors of the legislation, NYSED has stated that they have no further objections.   We think the result is legislation that will be positive for the citizens of New York State, acupuncture patients, and acupuncturists without imposing new costs at a time of fiscal constraint.

Thank you for your diligent guidance of matters pertaining to Higher Education in New York State and to this matter in particular. 

Please, move this bill forward.
Respectfully,

[Your Name, title, address, phone number]
